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Warm sal t y Mcxii t.erranean water t clngue ex i t i ng t.hrc)ugh the
Gibraltar Strait i s knc)w~l t.c) fc)rl[l salt lenses at dq)ths
h{:t ween avproxi IImt cl y “/O O ancl 250 OIn i n the Nc)rt herrl At 1 ant i c ,
~’l]ese sa] t. rc)t at ing 1 enses are k~]c)wn as Meclcli es a]lci have
bec!n sec:~] i n G} I: OSAT” sea 1 eve] est. ilnates  . ‘1’he Mc’cicii es pl ay
arl impc)rt ant rol e i n t he t ranspor( C)f wat er prc)pert i es
frcml t.})ei r sc)urce re~gi c]ns t c) c)CealI int eri c)rs . In t hc east ern
Nc)rt h At 1 ant i c pre] imi~]ary resul t s incii cat e aII i)[l~)rc)vcmwnt
wi t l) ‘1’C)l’14X/l’c)sei  clc)n ciat a c)ver C; FK)SA~’ i )] t racki~lg the Meddi es .
I)at a f’rcnn irh si tu sea surf ace t elnpc:rat.  ure are used t o
clet erlni ne t he 1 c)cat.i on c)f t he Medcli es ancl t lJeII ccmpared wi t.h
!l’C)I’EX/I’c)sc’i  clc)n resi dual sea ]ev[~]  esti Iitates  . As a first
apprc)ach t c] t he actual Meclcly ciet ec!t i c)rl wi th al t i]not. ry,
data frcm~ flc)at s, a] ong wi t h silnul t anecms t em])e rat ure
t rat”lsec!t s , al 1 c~w us t o clet erlni nc, t cunl)oral ?ITICI spatial
C!c)c)rclerlat c’s c)f t hc! Medcii es . l’rel ilni Iiary resul t s incli c:at. e
gc)c)cl c]ua) i t at i ve agrec!me~lt bet wee~l f 1 c)at 1 c)c:at i c)ll c)f the
mcc]cly ancl sea 1 eve] resi clua] si grla] s frc)ln tile 9’ol’I,:X/}’c)seidc)~l
alt imeter. Chc!c! 1 C)c!at C!ci, wc: stucly the surface sigllal frcJ1[l
alt imetric data, al so invest igdt i~lg its pc}ssible.  clet eet ic)n
wi t h AVIIRN surface t emperat ure . Althc)ugh ill this first step
c)f our wc)rk di reet c)ceanc)graphi c dat a give cjues t c) detec!t. ing
Mec3di es by sat e] 1 i t e ciat a, the c)h:ject iv~ i s t.c) clescr i be the!
surface expressi  c)n clf the’sc: Mecli t errar~eall  1 c!r]ses by high
prccisic)rl  satellite data (as ~’01’l:X/l’c)scicic)r])  , in c)rcler tc)
remc)t e]y t rac:k i t s t rajc>ct c)ry, ‘1’his will al]c)w a better
ullc~erst a~iciirlg c)f t hc: Mecli t errar!c, an ‘ s ilnpa~t CJX1 tl~e Nc>rt}lerl~
At lant i c: C)cearl,


